ligaturing one or more of the vessels of the stomach shows by the erosion of the parts from which blood has been cut off, that it is the alkalinity of the blood circulating in it which preserves the integrity of the mucous membrane.
The new matter of greatest importance, however, is probably that which relates to the modification in character of the so-called prote'ids during digestion, by which they lose their colloid 11011-diffusibility and pass readily through organic membranes, ceasing also to undergo coagulation by heat and acids. The osmotic equivalent of albumen is 100, i. e. it is absolutely non-diffusible;
Reviews.
[July, of peptones, into which it is converted by digestion, 7*1 to 9'9. To this succeeds the ventricular contraction, &c." This description of the action of the heart is altogether inaccurate, and is, indeed, inconsistent with the scheme of the heart-movements given in close juxtaposition with it, by which it is seen that when the auricle is about to inject the ventricle the latter cavity is already dilated, and all but full. We must demur, also, to the account of the movements of the apex and base, and to the cause assigned for these movements, apparently drawn from the same source The apex is not pressed downwards and backwards (except, perhaps, in the donkey ; and in this animal not in the way described), and the downward movement of the base is not due to the recoil of the arteries. Curiously enough this recoil of the arteries has also at one time been supposed to throw the heart forwards and upwards, and to cause the impulse. We interest.
In connection with the urine we have a renewal of the discussion as to the relation between muscular work and the production of urea, and the experiments are described which have been made within the last few years for the purpose of determining whether the urinary constituents exist pre-formed in the blood, or whether the last stage in their production is not effected by the kidneys. Unfortunately, the contradictory results arrived at by different observers, do not permit of a definite conclusion, but, on the whole, the old view that the urea is simply filtered off from the blood seems to hold its ground.
Our review has reached this length, and we have yet before us the nervous system. We pass over, therefore, the evolution of heat, light, and electricity, notwithstanding the interesting points which are discussed, pausing only to notice that the experiment of Becquerel and Breschet of shaving and varnishing a rabbit, is still adduced as proof of the importance of cutaneous oxidation and exhalation in the maintenance of the animal heat, whereas it has been shown that the fall in temperature which follows is due to the loss of the fur and the abstraction of heat by the evaporation of the varnish.
We can give but the barest enumeration of the neAv items of information introduced in the chapter on the nervous system. 
